BOARD OF SELECTMEN MEETING MINUTES

TOWN OF EPPING, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Tuesday May 27, 2025
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ATTENDANCE
Chairman Tom Gauthier; Vice-Chairman Pamela Tibbetts; Selectmen Joe Trombley, Cliff Cray and Caitlin McCormack; Town Administrator Jake T. Roger; Jason Blanchard took the minutes; Executive Secretary Joyce Blanchard was excused.
ENTER INTO NON-PUBLIC SESSION, RSA 91-A:3 II (A) Compensation (B) Hire and (C) Reputation
Motion by Chairman Gauthier to enter into a non-public session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 II (A) Compensation (B) Hire (C) Reputation.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 5-0.  Roll Call Vote; Pamela Tibbetts, Cliff Cray, Caitlin McCormack and Tom Gauthier all voting aye.   Selectmen Cray left the meeting.
RECONVENE

Chairman Gauthier reconvened the public session at 7:00 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

SEAL NON-PUBLIC MINUTES

Motion by Selectman Trombley to seal the non-public minutes RSA 91-A:3 II 

(A) Compensation (B) Hire (C) Reputation of the May 27, 2025 non-public meeting.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.  

CONSENT CALENDAR

Minutes from the May 12, 2025 Board of Selectmen meeting were submitted for approval.
The payroll manifest for the pay period ending May 22, 2025 in the amount of $190,838.15 was submitted for approval.

Accounts Payable manifest for the period ending May 22, 2025 in the amount of $1,639,600.78 ($1,000,000.000 is for the School, $284,848.00 is for the SW loan and $354,752.78 is for the Town) were submitted for approval.

Resignation from Cole Wescott as a Full Time Firefighter EMT effective June 4, 2025 was submitted for approval. 
Abatement for SNHS Elderly Housing at 70 Pleasant Street in the amount of $24,674.00 was submitted for approval.  They do not get taxed on the school portion of the tax bill.

Abatement for WS Development DBA Lowes at 36 Fresh River Road, map and lot 029-283-001 in the amount of $31,421.44 was submitted for approval.
Vendors License for Kona Ice LCC from Pelham NH to attend Epping Events and Neighborhoods was submitted for approval.

Gravel Excavation for Michael Fecteau of Kimball Crossing regarding map and lots 016-038-1+2 in the amount of $1,475.32 was submitted for approval.

Intents to Excavate for Michael Fecteau of Kimball Crossing regarding maps and lots 016-038-1+2, 003-001 and 029-200 were submitted for approval.

Report of Wood Cut for Erica Martel at maps and lots 1/1+2, 8-3 and 9/4 in the amount of $2,990.37 was submitted for approval.
Donation from Donna Keefe to Recreation Financial Aid Scholarship in the amount of $325.00 was submitted for approval.

Motion by Vice Chairman Tibbetts to remove the abatement for WS Development DBA Lowes at 36 Fresh River Road, map and lot 029-283-001 in the amount of $31,421.44 from the Consent Calendar.   Seconded by Selectman Trombley.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Motion by Vice Chairman Tibbetts approve the Consent Calendar as amended.  Seconded by Selectman Trombley.  Motion carried 4-0.  
Motion by Selectman Trombley to table the abatement for WS Development DBA Lowes at 36 Fresh River Road, map and lot 029-283-001 in the amount of $31,421.44.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.  

BUSINESS
DPW 
Purchase Order #650 to All Phase Paving and Excavating for the Safety Complex driveway repairs in the amount of $22,895.00 were submitted for approval.  Road Supervisor provided details on the paving of the Safety Complex.  
Motion by Selectman Trombley to approve purchase order #650 to All Phase Paving and Excavating for the Safety Complex driveway repairs in the amount of $22,895.00.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Purchase Order #652 to CM Truck and Trailer Sales for a 2025 Equipment Trailer in the amount of $20,895.00 was submitted for approval.  Discussion regarding the trailer being capable to move the new town excavator and other uses were reviewed.
Motion by Selectman Trombley to approve purchase order #652 to CM Truck and Trailer Sales for a 2025 Equipment Trailer.  Seconded by Selectman McCormack.  Motion carried 4-0.  

LOAN AGREEMENT
Town Administrator Jake Roger explained the following is for the NH Municipal Bond Bank in the amount of $500,000.00 for the solar array at the Water Treatment plant.  This was previously approved by the residents of Epping.

Motion by Selectman McCormack to approve the following resolutions:

That under and pursuant to the Municipal Finance Act, Chapter 33, N.H.R.S.A., as amended, the New Hampshire Municipal Bond Bank Law, Chapter 35-A, N.H.R.S.A., as amended, and other laws in addition thereto, and to votes of the Issuer duly adopted on September 8, 2020 under Article 1 of the Warrant for the special meeting of the Issuer there be and hereby is authorized the issuance of a $500,000 Bond of the Issuer (the "Bond") which is being issued by the Issuer for the purpose of financing the installation of a solar energy facility project that will provide electricity to the Town’s sewerage treatment plant. 

The Bond shall be dated as of its date of issuance, shall be in such numbers and denominations as the purchaser shall request, shall mature in accordance with the schedule set forth in Exhibit A to a certain Loan Agreement hereinafter described (the "Loan Agreement"), shall bear a net interest cost rate (as defined in the Loan Agreement) of four and one half percent (4.50%) per annum or such lesser amount as may be determined by a majority of the Board. The Bond shall be substantially in the form set forth as Exhibit B to the Loan Agreement and otherwise shall be issued in such manner and form as the signatories shall approve by their execution thereof. 

That the Bond shall be sold to the Bond Bank at the par value thereof plus any applicable premium. 

That in order to evidence the sale of the Bond, the Treasurer of Issuer and a member of the Board are authorized and directed to execute, attest and deliver, in the name and on behalf of the Issuer, a Loan Agreement in substantially the form submitted to this meeting, which is hereby approved, with such changes therein not inconsistent with this vote and approved by the officers executing the same on behalf of the Issuer. The approval of such changes by said officers shall be conclusively evidenced by the execution of the Loan Agreement by such officers. 

That all things heretofore done and all action heretofore taken by the Issuer and its officers and agents in its authorization of the project to be financed by the Bond are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. 

That the Clerk and the signers of the Bond are each hereby authorized to take any and all action necessary and convenient to carry out the provisions of this vote, including delivering the Bond against payment therefor. 

That the useful life of the project being financed is in excess of ten (10) years. 

I further certify that said meeting was open to the public; the aforesaid vote was not taken by secret ballot nor in executive session; that notice of the time and place of said meeting was posted in at least two (2) appropriate public places within the territorial limits of the Issuer, or published in a newspaper of general circulation in said area, at least twenty-four (24) hours, excluding Sundays and legal holidays, before said meeting; that no deliberations or actions with respect to the vote were taken in executive session; and that the minutes of said meeting have been promptly recorded and have been or will be made open to inspection not more than five (5) business days after the meeting, all in accordance with Chapter 91-A, N.H.R.S.A., as amended. 

Seconded by Selectman Trombley.  Motion carried 4-0.  

FIRE
Change is Status for Madison Merchant from Part Time FF2/EMT at $24.31 to Part Time FF2/AEMT at $25.93 an hour, Change in Status for Cole Wescott from Full Time FF2/EMT at $26.47 to Part Time FF2/EMT at $24.31 an hour and Change in Status for Sean LeCuyer from Part Time FF1/EMT at $22.69 to Full Time FFI/EMT at $24.85 an hour was submitted for approval.

Motion by Vice Chairman Tibbetts to approve the Change is Status for Madison Merchant from Part Time FF2/EMT at $24.31 to Part Time FF2/AEMT at $25.93 an hour, Change in Status for Cole Wescott from Full Time FF2/EMT at $26.47 to Part Time FF2/EMT at $24.31 an hour and Change in Status for Sean LeCuyer from Part Time FF1/EMT at $22.69 to Full Time FFI/EMT at $24.85 an hour.  Seconded by Selectman Trombley.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Resignation from the Epping Fire Chief Donald DeAngelis effective June 30, 2025 was submitted for approval.  The resignation letter was read by Chairman Gauthier.
Motion by Chairman Gauthier to accept the resignation from the Epping Fire Chief Donald DeAngelis effective June 30, 2025 with extreme regret.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.  

CONSERVATION

Appointment for Benjamin Soroko to be an Alternate on the Conservation Commission for a term of 3 years was submitted for approval.
Motion by Selectman Trombley to approve the appointment for Benjamin Soroko to be an Alternate on the Conservation Commission for a term of 3 years.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.  

ADMINISTRATION

A two-year amendment for Exeter Med PILOT extension of $92,000 a year was submitted for approval.  Town Administration explained they would like to have a voice regarding how the money is spent in the next agreement.
Motion by Selectman Trombley to approve the two-year amendment for Exeter Med PILOT extension of $92,000 a year.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Purchase Order #651 for CMA Engineers to compile closure and post closure estimates for the Bulky Waste Site in the amount of $8,500.00 were submitted for approval.  
Motion by Vice Chairman Tibbetts to approve the purchase order #651 for CMA Engineers to compile closure and post closure estimates for the Bulky Waste Site in the amount of $8,500.00.  Seconded by Selectman McCormack.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Salary increase of $2.20 for Town Clerk and Tax Collector Clerk Christine Higgins from $21.73 an hour to $23.93 an hour effective July 1, 2025 was submitted for approval.
Motion by Chairman Gauthier to approve the salary increase of $2.20 for Town Clerk and Tax Collector Clerk Christine Higgins from $21.73 an hour to $23.93 an hour effective July 1, 2025.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.  

TOWN ADMINISTRATORS REPORT

Town Administrator Jake Roger updated the Board on the new shed at the Transfer Station.  The concrete will be poured tomorrow and the shed wired on Friday.  The project will be completed by the end of the week.
A Letter of Interest was completed for a fire truck engine grant to replace Engine I.  This is a Granite State Clean Fleet Program grant.  The grant would be for $500,000.00 to be used to replace the 2004 Fire Truck and the town would have until 2026 to complete the purchase.

SELECTMEN REPORTS 
Selectman Trombley gave a shout out to Pam Tibbetts for organizing the Memorial Day Parade.  They gave over 1000 flags along the parade group.
Vice Chairman Tibbetts appreciates all the lovely comments surrounding the parade.  It was a good day but truly a group effort. The members of the Legion all help and puts the parade together for under $3,000.00.  The town donates $1,500.00 towards hamburgers and hot dogs for everyone.  Thank you to ETV for having a live feed and the road crew for all their help.  Her highlight was all the tractors the McPhee family organized in memory of Forrest True.  It was truly a community parade.
Chairman Gauthier never noticed all the people that line the roads and enjoy the parade. So many smiling faces.
Motion by Selectman Trombley to adjourn.  Seconded by Vice Chairman Tibbetts.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.
Respectfully Submitted:

Joyce Blanchard

Executive Secretary

_______________________________

Tom Gauthier, Chairman
_______________________________

Pam Tibbetts, Vice Chairman
_______________________________
Joe Trombley, Selectman

_____________________________

Caitlin McCormack, Selectman
Dated:   June 9, 2025
Selectman Cray was excused
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